Guidance Document: Semen and Embryos from Equids
1 October 2019

6

Specified Requirements for Identified Risk Organisms

6.1 Model veterinary certificate for equine semen
(1)

Below is a model veterinary certificate for trade in equine semen. This model meets the requirements
of the IHS.
1.1. Consignor (Exporter):

1.2. Certificate reference number:

Name:
Address:

1.3. Competent Authority:

1.4. Consignee (Importer):

Part 1: Details of dispatched consignment

Name:
Address:
1.5. Country of origin:

1.6. Zone or compartment of origin:

ISO Code**
1.7. Country of destination:

1.8. Zone or compartment of destination:

ISO Code**
1.9. Place of origin:
Name:
Address:
1.10. Place of shipment:

1.11. Date of departure:

1.12. Means of transport:

1.13. Expected border post:

Aeroplane

1.14. CITES permit No(s):

Ship

Identification:
1.15. Description of commodity:

1.16. Commodity Code (ISO Code**):
1.17. Total number of:

1.18. Temperature of commodities for transport:
Chilled

1.19. Total number of packages:

Frozen

1.20. Identification of container/seal number:

1.21. Type of packaging:

1.22. Identification of commodity: Species (scientific name)***
Donor name
Donor identification
Date of entry into semen collection centre
Semen collection period or season
Date(s) of semen collection
Straw/container identification
Number of straws/containers
** Optional
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Country:

Certificate reference number:

I, the undersigned Official Veterinarian, certify that the product described above satisfy the following requirements:
Eligibility
(1)

The semen is from horses (Equus caballus) and/or donkeys (Equus asinus).

(2)

The semen is (delete as applicable):

(3)

(a)

fresh-chilled; or

(b)

frozen

The semen is not genetically modified.

Diagnostic testing, vaccination, and treatment
(4)

Diagnostic testing was conducted at a laboratory approved to conduct export testing by the Competent Authority
of a country approved to export semen to New Zealand (Australia, Canada, European Union Member States,
Norway, Switzerland, or the United States).

(5)

Laboratory samples were collected, processed, and stored as recommended in the OIE Terrestrial Animal
Health Code and/or Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals, or as described in
MPI-STD-TVTL.

(6)

Diagnostic test(s) and vaccines were those that have been approved by MPI and documented in
MPI-STD-TVTL.

(7)

Any products and vaccine(s) administered to satisfy import requirements were administered according to the
recommendations of the manufacturer in an approved country (Australia, Canada, European Union Member
States, Norway, Switzerland, or the United States).

(8)

Any vaccine(s) administered to satisfy import requirements were either the final dose of a primary vaccination
course or the recommended booster to complement the primary course.

(9)

Vaccine names and date(s) of vaccination are recorded on this veterinary certificate.

(10)

Original reports, or copies of reports endorsed by the Official Veterinarian, or a tabulated summary endorsed by
the Official Veterinarian of all tests and vaccinations are attached to this veterinary certificate.

Semen collection centre requirements
(11)

The semen collection centre meets the relevant articles of the current recommendations of the OIE Terrestrial
Animal Health Code chapter General Hygiene in Semen Collection and Processing Centres.
Name of semen collection centre:
Address of semen collection centre:
Date of most recent semen collection centre approval (dd/mm/yyyy):
Date of semen collection centre approval for semen collected and stored from previous collection periods
(dd/mm/yyyy) (delete if not applicable):

Part 2: Veterinary Information

Approval number of semen collection centre:
Name of approved veterinarian:
Donor requirements
(12)

While resident at the semen collection centre, donors only had contact with other equids of equivalent health
status.

(13)

On the day of collection, the approved veterinarian ensured by clinical examination including the external
reproductive organs, that donors were free from clinical evidence of infectious diseases transmissible in semen.
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(14)

Donors have not been naturally mated since entry into the semen collection centre, unless required for disease
testing.

(15)

The donors were transferred from one approved semen collection centre to another of equivalent health status
without isolation or testing and the following occurred (delete entire clause if not applicable):

(16)

(a)

Donors were examined, by the approved semen collection centre veterinarian, and showed no clinical
sign of disease transmissible in semen on the day of entry into the facility; and

(b)

Transfer was direct; and

(c)

Donors were not in direct or indirect contact with animals of a lower health status; and

(d)

The means of transport used was disinfected before use.

The donor has been approved for the <enter years of breeding season> breeding season on <enter date of
approval> (applicable to Australia only; delete if not applicable)

Teaser mare requirements (delete if not applicable)
(17)

Teaser mares used for the collection of the semen were of equivalent health status to the donor.

(18)

Teaser mares were not used as a teaser from the time of sample collection for disease testing until negative
disease test results were returned.

(19)

On the day of collection, the approved veterinarian ensured by clinical examination including the external
reproductive organs, that teaser animals were free from clinical evidence of infectious diseases transmissible in
semen.

Collection, processing, and storage requirements
(20)

Semen collection, processing, and storage meets the general considerations for hygienic collection and
handling of semen specified in the current recommendations of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code chapter
Collection and Processing of Bovine, Small Ruminant and Porcine Semen.

(21)

Antibiotics were added to the semen diluent/extender in generally accepted levels.

(22)

The cryogenic or cooling agent used in the freezing process, storage, or transport has not been used previously
in association with any other product of animal origin.

(23)

Semen is in straws, or new or disinfected containers which are sealed and tamper-evident, and clearly and
permanently marked to identify the donor and the date(s) of collection.

(24)

Semen was only stored with germplasm that was collected and processed in accordance with the OIE
Terrestrial Animal Health Code chapter Collection and Processing of Bovine, Small Ruminant and Porcine
Semen, and/or chapter Collection and Processing of In Vivo Derived Embryos from Livestock and Equids,
and/or the IETS Manual, and is of equivalent health status.

(25)

Semen was held in a storage place approved by the Competent Authority until the time of export.

(26)

The semen in this consignment originates from <approved origin country>, has been stored in <exporting
country>, and is accompanied by (delete entire clause if country of origin and export are the same):
(a)

A declaration from the Competent Authority of <exporting country> that links the semen from <origin
country> to the semen being exported to New Zealand; and

(b)

This veterinary certificate certifying that the semen has been stored and transported in <exporting
country> in accordance with the requirements of the Import Health Standard for Semen and Embryos
from Equids; and

(c)

Evidence that the semen was collected, processed, and stored in <origin country> in accordance with the
requirements of the Import Health Standard for Semen and Embryos from Equids in the form of either:
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A veterinary certificate issued by the Competent Authority of <origin country> certifying that the
semen meets the requirements of the Import Health Standard for Semen and Embryos from
Equids; or

(ii)

A letter from the Competent Authority of <origin country> confirming the semen meets the
requirements of the Import Health Standard for Semen and Embryos from Equids.
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Transport requirements
(27)

(28)

The semen for export, all of equivalent health status, was identified and placed under the supervision of the
Official Veterinarian in fresh liquid nitrogen in a container(s) which was (delete as applicable):
(a)

New; or

(b)

Prior to loading, the shipper was emptied and inspected and any loose straws removed. The shipper,
including all surfaces contacting the straws, was disinfected

The transport container was sealed by either the approved veterinarian or an Official Veterinarian, using tamperevident seals.
Seal number:

(29)

The semen was transferred from one transport container to another (delete entire clause if not applicable).
Date of transfer (dd/mm/yyyy):
Reason for transfer:
Facility moved from:
Facility moved to:
Veterinarian who performed transfer (name and signature):

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR IDENTIFIED RISK ORGANISMS:
For equine arteritis virus (EVA):
(30)

Donors were kept for the 28 days prior to semen collection on premises where no equid has shown any clinical
sign of EVA during that period and showed no clinical sign of EVA on the day of semen collection; and
(a)

Were subjected to a test for EVA carried out on a single blood sample collected not less than 21 days
after entry into the semen collection centre, with negative results; or

(b)

Were subjected between six and nine months of age to a test for EVA;
(i)

With a negative result and were immediately vaccinated against EVA and regularly revaccinated
in accordance with the recommendations of the manufacturer; or

(ii)

With a positive result, followed at least 14 days later by a second test showing a stable or
decreasing antibody titre; and were immediately vaccinated against EVA and regularly
revaccinated in accordance with the recommendations of the manufacturer; or

(c)

Were isolated and not earlier than 7 days of commencing isolation were subjected to a test for EVA on a
blood sample with a negative result, immediately vaccinated for EVA, kept for 21 days following
vaccination separated from other equids and regularly revaccinated in accordance with the
recommendations of the manufacturer; or

(d)

Were subjected to a test for EVA on a blood sample with a negative result within 14 days prior to semen
collection, and had been separated from other equids not of an equivalent EVA status for 14 days prior to
blood sampling until the end of semen collection; or

(e)

Have been subjected to a test for EVA carried out on a blood sample with a positive result and then:
either

(f)

(i)

Were subsequently test mated to two mares within six months prior to semen collection, which
were subjected to two tests for EVA with negative results on blood samples collected at the time
of test mating and again 28 days after the test mating; or

(ii)

Were subjected to a test for EVA with a negative result, carried out on semen collected within six
months prior to collection of the semen to be exported; or

(iii)

Were subjected to a test for EVA with a negative result, carried out on semen collected within six
months after the blood sample was collected, then immediately vaccinated, and regularly
revaccinated; or

For frozen semen, were subjected with negative results either:
(i)
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(ii)

To a test for EVA carried out on an aliquot of the semen collected immediately prior to processing
or on an aliquot of semen collected within 14 to 30 days after the first collection of the semen to
be exported; and

(Option (30)(f) applies only to frozen semen. Frozen semen may use options (30)(a)-(f), fresh chilled semen may use
options (30)(a)-(e))
(31)

Teaser mares were kept for the 28 days prior to use as a teaser on premises where no equid has shown any
clinical sign of EVA during that period and showed no clinical sign of EVA on the day of semen collection (delete
entire clause if not applicable); and
(a)

Were subjected to a test for EVA carried out on a single blood sample, with negative results:
(i)

Collected not less than 21 days after entry into the semen collection centre, if not a resident at
the semen collection centre; or

(ii)

Collected at the beginning of the breeding season prior to being used for teasing if resident at the
semen collection centre.

For equine herpesvirus-1 (EHV-1):
(32)

Donors/teaser mares (delete teaser mare if not applicable):
(a)

Were kept on premises where no case of EHV-1 has been reported in the 21 days prior to each
collection; and

(b)

Showed no clinical signs of EHV-1 infection on the day of collection and during the 21 days prior to
collection.

For equine infectious anaemia (EIA):
(33)

(34)

Donors:
(a)

Were kept on premises where no case of EIA has been reported during the 90 days prior to each
collection; and

(b)

Showed no clinical sign of EIA on the day of each collection; and

(c)

Were subjected to a test for EIA not less than 21 days after entry into the collection centre, with a
negative result.

Teaser mares (delete entire clause if not applicable):
(a)

Were kept on premises where no case of EIA has been reported during the 90 days prior to each
collection; and

(b)

Showed no clinical sign of EIA on the day of each collection; and

(c)

Were subjected to a test for EIA carried out on a single blood sample with negative results:
(i)

Collected not less than 21 days after entry into the semen collection centre if not a resident at the
semen collection centre; or

(ii)

Collected at the beginning of each breeding season prior to being used for teasing if resident at
the semen collection centre.

For Taylorella equigenitalis and Taylorella asinigenitalis (CEM):
(35)

Donors/teaser mares (delete teaser mares if not applicable) were kept, since birth or for at least the 60 days
prior to collection, in a country recognised by MPI as free from CEM, where no case of CEM has been reported
in the 2 years prior to export; or

(36)

Donors/teaser mares (delete teaser mares if not applicable) were kept, since birth or for at least 60 days prior to
collection, on premises where no case of CEM has been reported during that time; and
(a)

Have had no direct or indirect contact with CEM during the 60 days prior to collection; and

(b)

Showed no clinical signs of CEM on the day of each collection; and

(c)

Were subjected to a test for CEM not less than 7 days after entry into the semen collection centre, with
negative results;
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(37)

(i)

Stallions were sampled two times at intervals of 4-14 days. Swab sampling sites were the
urethra, urethral fossa and its sinus, and the penile sheath.

(ii)

Teaser mares were sampled two times at intervals of 4-14 days. Swab sampling sites are the
clitoral fossa and sinuses (delete if not applicable); and

(d)

Did not receive antibiotics in the 7 days (systemic treatment) or 21 days (local treatment) before the first
sample collection or during the CEM sampling period; and

(e)

Were protected against any possibility of infection with CEM since the beginning of the tests; or

Donors/teaser mares (delete teaser mares if not applicable) have previously shown signs of CEM or have been
in direct or indirect contact with CEM during the 60 days prior to collection; and
(a)

Were treated for CEM; and

(b)

After treatment, were subjected to a test for CEM, with negative results:

(c)

(i)

Stallions were sampled three times at intervals of 7-14 days (sampling sites were the urethra,
urethral fossa and its sinus, and the penile sheath). Thereafter, the first three mares mated or
inseminated by the stallion were tested on clitoral swabs taken 3 times at intervals of at least 7
days, starting 2 days after mating or insemination.

(ii)

Teaser mares were sampled three times at intervals of 7-14 days (sampling sites are the clitoral
fossa and sinuses), and 3 endometrial swabs taken during the next 3 oestrus periods. Maiden
mares only required 1 endometrial swab (delete if not applicable); and

Were protected against any possibility of infection with CEM since the beginning of the tests.

For Trypanosoma equiperdum (dourine):
(38)

Donors/teaser mares (delete teaser mares if not applicable) were kept since birth, or for the 180 days prior to
collection of semen for export, in a country which has been free from dourine for not less than the 180 days prior
to export; or

(39)

Donors were kept for the 180 days prior to collection of semen for export on a premises where no case of
dourine was reported during that period; and

(40)

(a)

Were subjected to a diagnostic test for dourine with negative results; and

(b)

The microscopic examination of the semen for dourine was negative.

Teaser mares were kept for the 180 days prior to use as a teaser on premises where no case of dourine was
reported during that period and were subjected to a diagnostic test for dourine with negative results (delete if not
applicable).

Official Veterinarian
Name:

Signature:

Address:

Date (dd/mm/yyyy):

Email:
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This table accompanies the veterinary certificate with reference number: ___________________________________
Donor and semen information
Donor identification

Number of
straw/containers

Straw/container identification

Date of entry into semen
collection centre

Dates of semen collection period

Date(s) of collection

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy to dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy to dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy to dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

Test information
Equine viral arteritis (EVA)
Donor/teaser identification

Sample date

Test type

Equine infectious anaemia (EIA)
Result

Sample date

Test type

Result

Contagious equine metritis (CEM)
Sample dates

Test type

Result

Dourine
Sample date

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

Test type

Result

Vaccination information
Equine viral arteritis (EVA)
Donor identification

Primary vaccination date(s)

Booster vaccination date

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

dd/mm/yyyy

Vaccine name

Official Veterinarian
Name:
Date:

Official Veterinarian
stamp

Signature:
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